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Marti xvj die Marth 1713. Annoq, Regnt 
Reginæ ANN A, Magne Britanniæ, &c. 
Decimo tertib. 


This Day Sir William Aſhburſt, Sir Thomas Abney, and 
Sir John Parſons, Kts. and Aldermen, did deliver into 
this Court a Report in Writing, under their Hands, 
concerning the Coal-meters of rhis City, and their 
Deputies or Under-meters; the Tenor whereof here- 
after followeth, that is to ſay, 8 


To the Righ Hon the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen. _ 


N Obedience to Two Orders of this Court, dated the 
Twenty third of February, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
thirteen, and the Ninth of March Inftant, We whoſe Names 
are ſubſcribed, have conſidered the Complaint of Original 
Imms and Thomas Townſend, two of the Firſt Men belonging to 
the Coal-meters Office, and of Humphrey Cowell an Under-meter 
to the ſaid Office; and alſo the Petitions of Thomas Buttry, Thomas 
Bunce, William Canning, Nathaniel Freeman and William Gable, other 
Under-meters of the {aid Office, againſt the Maſter-coal- meters 
of rhis City, touching their removing the ſaid Complainants, and 
the Authority the ſaid Maſter-coal-meters pretend to exerciſe 
over the ſaid Under-meters of Coals 3 

We find that the Mayor and Commonalty of this City have 
had time out of Mind the Office of Meaſurer of Coals, which 


| A 2 | . Office 
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Office has been uſually exerciſed by their Officers and Miniſters © _ _ - 


called Sea-coal-meters, who were admitted and ſworn before- 
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Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen. . 


And by an Act of Common- Council 24 Hen. 8. It is directed 2 gl 7 


how the Lord Mayor ſhould diſpoſe the Office of Meaſurage to 
be yearly executed, with Proviſo to pay yearly into the Cham- 
ber of London ſuch Sums as were then anſwered for the ſame. 

By an Act of Common-Council 44 El/z. It is Enacted ( inter 
alia) That every of the ſaid Officers, viz. The Sca- coal- meters ſhall 
from time to time, upon Preſentment of any honeft Freeman for 
his Deputy to the Lord Mayor for the time being, have him ad- 
mitted and ſworn his Deputy: In which ſaid Act there is a Pro- 
viſo, That if the Maſter meters or their Deputies miſdemean 
themſelves in their Offices, that they ſhall be puniſhed by the 
Court of Aldermen, and the Offence of the Deputies ſhall not 
wremdice the Maſter-meters.. lo II 
And by an Act 18 Fas. 1. itt the Mayoralty of Sir William 
Cockaine It is ordain'd, That no Deputy-corn-meters, Coal me- 
ters or Salt-meters or Corn-fillers ſhould be thereafter received, 
admitted, or allowed by any Maſter-corn-meter, Coal-meter, or 
Salt-meter, or Corn filler, or Salt-filler, but only ſuch as ſhould 
2 the n or Brotherhood of Fellowſhip- Porters; And 

y the ſa id Act the ſaid Meters are to call upon the Rulers of the 
faid Fellowſhip to appoint them Men for the ſaid Work : And it is 
alſo: by the ſaid Act ordain'd, That the ſaid Company, and all 
the Members thereof, ſhall be ſubje& to all ſuch Ordinances and 
Rules as ſhall be from time to time made and ſet down by the 
Court of Lord Mayor, and Aldermen of this City, in the Coun- 
cil-Chamber of this City, for the good Government of the Men 
of the ſaid Fellowſhip, under ſuch reaſonable Pains, Penalties and 
Forfeitures as the ſaid Court ſhall limit and appoint. 

And we do alſo find, That the Government of the ſaid Fellow- 
ſhip hath been exerciſed by the Alderman of Bill:zgſoate-Ward, 
ſubject tc the Direction and Controul of this Honourable Court. 
But we do find, that by an Act of Common Council made 
the Third of March, One thouſand ſix hundred fifty and three, 
before Sir Thomas Viner, Lord Mayor, reciting, That whereas 
the Hearing of ſundry Offences and Diſorders in the ſaid Society 
or Fellowſhip committed by the Members thereof, were by for- 
mer AQs and Orders committed to the Alderman and Deputy of 


the Ward of Billing gate by them to be determined. It was there. 


fore thereby Enacted, That the Rulers and Aſſiſtants ſhould hear 
Complaints; Provided, that if any Perſon found himſelf aggriev'd, 
that then ſuch Perſon might appeal from the ſaid Rulers and 


Aſſiſtants to the Alderman or his Deputy, who in fuch Caſe were 


to hear and determine the ſame as formerly, any thing in rhe 


ſaid Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


Then 
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Then we proceeded to Examine the Complaint contained in 

die faid ſeveral Petitions, and to conſider whether this Court hat 

.- Juriſdiction to determine the ſame, and in order to give this 
> Honourable Court Satisfaction there'inz wy 

The Maſter-coal-meters had Notice to produce before us tlix 
Books of their Office, and alſo the Orders which had been mad; 
by the ſaid Maſter-meters or their Predeceſſors, touching tl 
Way and Method of Employing the faid Deputy-meters, or 
touching their diſmiſſing or removing the ſaid Deputies or U:- 
der- meters. 

But the ſaid Maſter- coal meters came beſore Us; and refuſing, 
to give Us Satisfaction therein, read a Paper to Us, importing, 
That the ſole Right of Placing, Diſplacing, Suſpending or Remo- 
ving the ſaid Deputies or Under- meters was abſolutely in them- 
ſelves, and that they had inſiſted on the ſaid Right before this 
Honourable Court, and that this Court could not determine the 
ſaid Right, and that they did not think it rea ſonable to produce 
their ſaid Books, or that this Committee ſhould draw a Report 
grounded upon the Matters contained in the ſame. By 

Upon which We did proceed to Examine the Allegations of the 
ſaid Petitions; And in order to find whether the Complaints 
therein were well grounded, We thought it neceſſary to Examine 
into the Conſtitution of the ſaid Coal- meters Office, that we 
might enable our ſelves to give this Court the Satisfaction they 
e 3 ; 

We find therefore, That the Office of Coal-meter is executed Y, Afida- 
by the Fifteen Deputies or Sea-coal-meters, who are the Officers 2, Num. 1- 

and Miniſters of this City, for that purpoſe appointed, and are 
admitted to the ſaid Office by this Honourable Court, and each of 
the ſaid Coal-meters is to have, hold, exerciſe and enjoy the ſame 

Place, with all Fees, Profits and Commodities thereunto, and of 
Right belonging by himſelf or his ſufficient Deputy or Deputies, 
being Freemen of this City, and firft to be liked and allowed of 
by the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and at the Time of 
their Admiſſion do take an Oath to the Form and Effect follow- 
ing, vir. | 


O U ſhall Swear that you ſhall indifferently meaſure all Coal that to 
jou belongeth for to meaſure, and juſt meaſure you ſhall give to every 1 
Perſon, as well to Poor as to Rich, without Partiality Shewing or Fa- 1 
wour ; And you ſhall buy no Coals but to your own Uſe, and in no wiſe i] | 
for to utter or ſell again as long as you (ball ſtand in your Office. Alfo 1% 
you ſhall take no more for your Labour for the Meting or Meaſuring of 19 
Coals, but as of old 'Time it hath been ordained and ujed. Alſo you fhall | 
make no Deputy for to Mete any C oals © but if jou bring the ſame Deputy 
before the Mayor for the Time being, there to be Sworn duly and truly for 
to Occupy the ſame Office. - 


: v 


C 


"T3 - 


We do alſo find, that the ſaid- Fifreen Coal-meters have the Ma- 
nagement of the ſaid Coal-Office, and the Care and Inſpection 
over the juſt Weight and Meaſure of Coals properly belongs to 
them, and they ought (as their Predeceſſors anciently did) to 
be diligent in ſearching and viewing the Weight and Metage of 
Coals, and inſpect and overlee the Behaviour of the Under-meters 
therein, | 

And we do find, that for carrying on the Work and Duty of 
the Coal-Office, which is of too large Extent to be manag'd by 
Fifteen Perſons, there are appointed ſeveral Deputies or Under- 
meters, upon whom the Care and Truſt of weighing and mea- 
ſuring Coals does priacipally depend, whole Buſineſs it is to at- 
tend each Coal-ſhip, and obſerve the due weight and admeaſure- 
ment of Coals to Top the Vatts, to take an Account of the Coals 
meaſured, and to make a due Return thereof in Writing to the 
Coal-Office; by which Return, or Certificate of the Under. meters 
the Duties on Coals are Collected, and tor this their Labour and 
Trouble they anciently receiv'd the Fee of One Peny per Chaldron 
for all Coals meaſured, and Two Pence per Ton for all Coals 
weighed; And the faid Under-meters are admitted to the ſaid 
Office and Sworn in the Outer Court, whole Oath is to the Tenor 


or Effect following, vis. 


7 U ſhall Swear that you ſhall indifferenly meaſure all Coals that to 
hau belongeth for to meaſure, and juſt Meaſure you ſhall give to every 
Perſon, as well to Poor as Rich, without Partiality Shewing or Favour, 
and you ſhall buy no Coals but to your onn Uſe, and in no wiſe for to 
utter or ſell again as long as you ſhall ſtand in your Office ; And you ſhall 
tate no more for your Labour for the meaſuring and meting of Coals, but 


as of old Time it hath been ordained and uſed, As God help you. 


But becauſe the ſaid Maſter-meters in Contempt of the Order 
ol this Court have refuſed to produce their Books, and the anci- 
ent Orders of the ſaid Office, We proceeded to take the Exami- 
nations of Mr. Weit and. Mr. Oxwricke, two ancient Maſter-coal- 
meters who have long ſince reſign'd their ſaid Places, and alſo 
Examin'd ſeveral ancient Perſons, who have known the ſaid Coal- 
Office, and the Conſtitution thereof, tor Forty Years laſt paſt; 
And' we find, that when any Maſter-meter was admitted to his 
Place, the Orders and Rules of the ſaid Coal-Office were at his 
firſt entring into the ſaid Office laid before him, and he requir'd 
to act and proceed by thoſe Rules and Orders which were to the 


Effect following, viz. 


I. Each of the ſaid Fifteen Maſters had Four Deputies or Un- 
der- meters appointed to his Number, calPd F:rſt-mex, Second-men, 
Third men and Fourth-men ; For that the ſaid Deputies or Under- 
meters were divided into four Numbers or Claſſes, and being Six- 
ty in Number, were appointed Fifteen to each Number wht 2 


LP] 

II. It was the conſtant Courſe to Ship the Uuder- meters accor- 
ding to their Number and Sentority, and the Senior has a Right 
to be Shipped before his Junior, and a Senior- mate returning 
from Duty was uſually Shipped again before his Junior, but the 
Ships of Scotch Coals, as alſo Ships call'd Cochells and Remmnants, were 
not given according to Number and Seniority. 

III. The Maſter- meters uſually attended the Coal-Office by 
turns, viz. one to each Day, who attended the ſaid Office upon 
the Penalty of half a Crown; And if a Maſter- meter did not at. 
tend by Eight a-Clock in the Summer, and by Nine ia Winter, 
the ſaid halt Crown was forteited to the Maſter- meter who did 
firſt attend; and the ſaid Maiter-meters punctually obſerved the 
Method of Shipping according to Sentority, fave that the Maiter 
in waiting had the Priviledge to employ his own Deputy firſt, 
and then began again at the Prior Numbers. 

IV. If any Under-meter took a Ship out of Turn, he was 
oblig'd to refund the Metage-money to the Perion whote Turn 
it was to have deliver'd ſuch Ship. POE, 

v. Beſides the ſaid Deputy, Under meters or Place-men, there 
were {worn and admitted certain Perſons call'd Supernumeraries, 
or Men at large, which were uſually Thirty in Number, who 
were alſo employ'd according to Seniority, if preſent, but were 
not permitted to work in Coals if a Place- man was ready to take 
his Turn; and the ſaid Men at large had a Right, according to 
Seniority, to ſucceed in the Vacancies of Place- men. 
VI. When a Place-man was Sick or Superannuated, he had his 
Turn and Courſe of Buſineſs as before, and another Under- meter 
( uſually a Man at large, if a Place- man refuſed) was oblig'd to 
deliver ſuch Ship for part of the Metage- money. | | 
VII. When any Place-man died, his Widow was allow'd Two 
or Three Ships, or more (according to her Circumſtances) to 
be worked at Halt-pay. 

VIII. The ſaid Maſter-meters did never heretofore pretend to 
a Right of Suſpending, Puniſhing, or Removing any Under-me- 
ter at their own arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, without a ſufficient 


Cauſe to be allow'd by the Alderman or Deputy of the Ward, 


and acquainting them therewith ; Though ſometimes the {aid 
Matter-meters have taken upon themſelves, upon juſt Complaint, 
to ſuſpend a Meter from his Work, till the firſt Thar/day in the 


Month, at which time the Maſter-meters uſually held a General 


Meeting in the Office, and then heard the faid Complaint : But 


if the Under meters accuſed deſir'd it, the {aid Complaint was: 
remitted to the Alderman or his Deputy, to whoſe Determina- 


tion all Parties ſubmitted. 


IX. When any Under-meter had committed a Miſdemeanour 


*twas uſual to Amerce him Half a Crown, which was put into a 
Poor's Box, and when no Ships were employ'd, *twas uſual to 


| ſend ſome Supply thereout to a Sick Under meter, by Five or 
Ten Shillings at a time. | KX. When 
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Aſfilavit, 
Num. 2. 


Affdavit, 
Num. 5. 


3 Aſſidavit, 


| Num. 3. 


Affidavit, 
Num. 5. ; 
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2 to Graveſend or elſewhere, a Senior had Liberty to 
fuſe 


ſuch Turn, and a Junior or Man at large was oblig'd to go 


and deliver ſuch Ship, and ſuch Senior ſo refuſing his Turn, was 
oblig'd to give Five Shillings out of his own Purſe to ſuch Meter 


who undertook ſuch Voyage, and ſuch Under-meter had alſo Five 


Shillings more from the Crimp over and above his Metage- money. 


Which ſaid Orders and Rules we think very Good and Reaſo- 
nable, and if obferved, would prevent much Confuſion and 
Trouble in attending the Duty of the Coal-Office, and every Per. 
ſon concern'd would know when to give due and proper Atten- 
dance; and the Under-meters would not have any Strife or De- 
bate amongſt themſelves about their proper Precedency, 

But we underſtand, that the ſaid Maſter- meters have made di- 
vers Innovations in the Method of Governing the ſaid Office, and 
do allow their Clerk, Stephen Mictens, for Money and Bribes to 
Ship the Under-meters out of their courſe of Seniority; and the 
faid Stephen Wickens has by various Methods extorted many and 
large Sums of Money from the Under-meters, who for the moſt 
part are very poor Men; and the ſaid Mictens does demand and 


exact Sacks of Coals, and divers Guineas, ſometimes more, ſome- 


times leſs, from the Under-meters, to permit them to take their 
Turns of Removal in the Four Claſſes or Numbers; and particu- 


larly he demanded of Robert Rymill Five Guineas, to admit him 
to the Place of Firſt- man (which he pretended was ufual) and 
the ſaid Rymill compounded with him tor Three Guineas, and a 


Treat of Eight Shillings. And the better to compaſs the ſaid 


Wicked Purpoſes, the Maſter-meters cauſe the Crimps and Maſters 


of Ships to pay the Metage-money into the Office ( which was 


uſually Collected by the Under- meters); and the ſaid Mictens does 


deduct what Sums he pleaſes out of the Mony coming to the Under- 
meters, for their Share of the ſaid Metage-money,when they ſhew 


themſelves unwilling to give him any Thing; And when the 


Under-meters have complained thereof to the Maſter-meters, they 
have juſtified their ſaid Clerk, commanding the ſaid Under- 
meters to give him divers Sums of Money, Coals, and other 


Goods ( tho? the ſaid Clerk has no Right to any ſuch Gratuity ) ; | 


and particularly Joſeph Kzrby pleading with the ſaid Maſter-meters, 
that he was Poor, having had about Twenty Children, and that 
he could not give the ſaid Wickexs a Guinea demanded of him, 
they the ſaid Maſter- meters order'd he ſhould pay the ſaid Gui- 
nea at twice, and accordingly the ſame was deducted out of his 
Metage. And one Jobn Taster has paid the ſaid Wickens at ſeve- 
ral times, upwards of Fifteen Pounds, beſides ſeveral other Ex- 
actions particularly proved before Us, and too many here to En- 


numerate; and for further Satisfaction do refer this Honourable 
Court to the Affidavits hereunto annexed, which are Eighteen 


— 


2 
1 ©. 
= A N 
4 * 


X. When an Under- meter was appointed to go on a Cougtty | 
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[9 ] 
And having let our ſelves into the Examirtation of the (aid Par- 
ticulars grounded on the Petitions referred to us, we were natu- 
rally lead into the Examination of ſundry other Particulars rela- 
ting to the Coal-Office, and we do find that the ſaid Office is 
much out of Order, and needs great Regulation, and that for 
want of ſuch Regulation the Citizens of this City, and other Her 
Majeſty's Subjects are much defrauded in the Meaſure of their 
Coals, for | 


When any Meter is appointed to deliver a Ship, if the Maſter of Afiderir, 


the Ship don't like the Meter (which commonly proceeds from Num. 13,14. 


his Faithfulneſs) the ſaid Wickezs will take the Under-meter from 
his Work, and appoint another in his ſtead, which is contrary to 
the Act of Common-Council, which appoints, that when any Man 
hath begun a piece of Work he ſhall not leave it. TIO 
And after a Vatt is filled, the Ship's Crew will often ſweep of pant, 
reat Quantities of Coals, and the Under-meter taking Notice “ 
ee is often in danger of his Life for ſo doing, of which Com- 
plaints have been divers times made at the Coal Office, and par- 
ticularly Robert Karrinzton having complained of ſuch a Practice to Afidavir, 
Sir Samuel Ongley a Maſter-meter, he the faid Sir Samael abuſed Num. 6, 
the ſaid Karrington, and told him *twas not the ſaid Karrington's 
Buſineſs to find any Fault, if the Lighterman found none. 

We think it proper to take Notice, becauſe the fame is men- 4fidvit, 
tion'd in the Petition of the ſaid Imms and Townſend, That the Ma. Num. 7. 
ſter-meters do continue very much to oppreſs the Under-meters, 
becauſe they will not Diſcharge the Maſter-meters of a great Sum 
of Money due to them for an Allowance given them by the Crown 
for the Metage of Coals, which by ſeveral Orders of the Treaſu- 
ry and Cuſtom-Houſe (which have been produced before us) the 
{aid Maſter-meters have received for their Uſe ; and tis compu- 
ted there is upwards of One hundred and Twenty Pounds apiece 
due to the ſaid Imms and Townſend on that Account, but the faid 
Maſter- meters ſent them Fifty Shillings apiece, by the Hands of 

William Watſon their Clerk; and becauſe the faid Imms and Town- 
ſend would not accept the ſame, they were threaten'd by the ſaid 
Matſon, that they ſhould be deprived of the Privilege of a Super- 
annuated Under-meter, and no Man ſuffer'd to work for them, 

which the ſaid Maſter-meters have perform'd accordingly: 

And we think proper to take Notice on this Occaſion, becauſe 
it will tend highly to the Diſhonour of the Government of this 

City, if no Notice ſhould be taken thereof. That Milliam Fox an- . 
other poor Under-meter who was Bedrid, and Non Compos Mentis Num. 
for ſome Years before he dyed, had his Hand gutted to a Paper, 
whereby for Fifty Shillings he gave a full Diſcharge to the Ma- 


ſter- meters, when ?tis ſuppoſed there is One hundred and twenty 
Pounds due to him out of the Crown Allowance, 8 80 
We are therefore humbly of Opinion, That the ſaid ancient 
Order and Method of the Coal-Office ought to be obferved and 


kept, 


0 | 
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kept, and that it is incumbent on the Alderman of Billing [pate 
Ward to ſee the ſame perform'd. 


And that as well the faid Maſter- meters as the ſaid Under- 


meters are liable to be puniſh'd by Suſpenſion, Removal or other- 
wiſe, as this Court ſhall think fit. 

That the faid Maſter-meters have no Right to employ what 
Deputies or Under- meters they pleaſe; Bur that it is the Right 
of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to allow or diſallow of the 
Neputies or Under-meters, and that no other ought to be em- 


ploy*d but ſuch as they allow. 
That the ſaid Deputies or Under-meters ought not to be diſ- 


placed but upon a reaſonable Cauſe, and that upon Application to 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen for that Purpoſe, but the Alder- 
man of the ſaid Ward may ſuſpend an Under-meter till the Plea- 


ſure of this Court be known therein. e 
That the Maſter-· meters have ſuſpended or removed the Peti- 

tioners, and divers others of the ſaid Under-meters, and have not 

reſtor'd ny of them; ſave that ſince the Exhibiting the ſaid Pe- 


tition of 1295s and Townſend to this Honourable Court, they have 


permitted one Ship apiece to be Work'd for. them the ſa id Imms 


and Townſend at half Pay, and the faid Under-meters, have been 
remov*d without juſt Cauſe, and upon very frivolous Occaſions, 


particularly Nathaniel Freeman was ſuſpended or removed, becauſe 


about two Years before that Time he had Indicted one Robert 


Cooke a Maſter of a Coal-ſhip, for aſſaulting him in the Execution 
of his Office. 5 | 
That the Petitioners having duly prov'd the Allegations of their 
ſaid ſeveral Petitions ought to be reliev'd therein according to the 
Diſcretion of this Honourable Court. | 
That the Petitioners ought to have Satisfaction for the Loſs of 
their Labour from ſuch Perſons as have perform'd the fame in 
their Place and Stead. _ | 
That the Books of the Coal-Office do concern the Right of the 
Inheritance of this City, and ought to be uſed and inſpected by 
this Court as. they ſhall find occaſion, and that the City does in- 
truſt the Cuſtody of the ancient Books of the ſaid Office with 
the ſaid Maſter-meters, for the better Management of the ſa id 
Office only; and the ſaid Books are of a publick Nature, in re- 
gard the fame do contain the Account of the Importation of Coals, 
in which many Perſons have Intereſt; and in regard this City 
has no. other way to inſpect the Account of the Orphan's Duty 
belonging to this City, all Perſons who have an Intereſt in the ſaid 
Importation ought to have the Satisfaction of viewing the ſa id 
Books, and to have recourſe to the ſame (when their Occaſions 
require) and the ſaid Maſter-meters in refuſing to produce the 
ſaid Books of the Office before this Committee, are guilty of a 
great Miſdemeanour and Contempt to this Honourable Court. 


And 
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And we alſo think proper to acquaint this Court, That no Un- 
der- meter ought to begin to Work in Coals before a Cocker of Per- 
mit has been iſſued from the Lord Mayor's Office. But the ſa id H 
Under meters do frequently (by Order of Hzkezs) begin to deli- . 
ver Ships before the ſaid Cocker iſſues as it oughr to do: And we Ae 
find, that anciently when a Permit was iſſued from the Corker- Num. 8. 
Office, the Number of the Claſs ro which ſuch Ship belong'd was 
indorſed on the ſa id Cocket at the Cocker-Office. RT 

And we are alfo of Opinion, That it will be agreeable to the ' 
Juſtice of this City, and the Laws of the Land, that the ſaid 

:ephen Wickens ſhould be exemplarily Punilh'd for his Exact ions 

and Offences afofeſaid. „ 

And that ' tis proper 1t ſhould be recommended from this Court 
to the Common- Council of this City, that an Oath be admini- 
ſtred to the Clerk or Clerks of the Coal-Office for the Time 
being, for due Obſervance of the Orders and Conſtitutions of the 
{aid Coal-Office. * 1 

All which our Doings and Proceedings, We humbly ſubmit to 
the grave Wiſdom and Conſideration of this Honourable Court; 


Dated this Sixteenth Day of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and thirteen. | 


4 


Wil liam Aſhbur ſt. 
John Parſons. 


Thomas Abney. 


Which Report being here Read, is well liked and approved by 
this Court, and Order'd to be enter'd into the Reportor). 
And it is thereupon Order'd, That the ſaid Maſter- meters do ob- 
ſerve the ancient Method and Uſage of Shipping their Under- 
meters according to their Seniority, and that they Reſtore ſuch 
Under- meters to their Offices, as have been Diſmiſs'd or Suſpen- 
ded from them, ſince the Difference happen'd between the ſa id 
Deputies, and the ſaid Maſter meters about the Crown's Allow- 
ance. | SIG 
And that all Under meters be order'd to Work according to the 
uſual and ancient Method ſet forth in the faid Report, and not 
to take their Fellows Labour out of their Turns, by Pretence of 
any Order of the Maſter-meters or their Clerk. 
And that upon any Complaint againſt them for ſo doing, they 
ſhall be ſuſpended from their Labour by the Alderman of Billing /- 
gate Ward, for the Time being, or his Deputy, until they ſhall 
appear before this Court to anſwer any ſuch Complaint, who 
Will puniſh all Offenders in the Premiſſes amongſt the ſaid Under- 
meters by Diſmiſſing them, not only from their Places as Under- 
meters, but from all Labour in the Fellowſhip of Billingſgate 
Porters. Yo nh Ort, e | 
And it is further Order'd, That a Copy of the ſa id Report and 
Order thereupon made be ſent to the Alderman of Billing ſgate 
5 5 . . Ward, 
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Ward, or in his Abſence to his Deputy, to the End ſucli Directi- 
ons may be given to the Rulers and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Fellow - 
ſhip Porters for their Obſervance thereof, as ſhall be requiſite 
As alfo that another Copy be left for the ſaid Maſter-coal-meters 
at their Office, whoſe Obedience and Contormity to the ſame is 
requir'd and enjoyn'd by this Court. 


GIBSON. 


— — WW —— ” _ 
— —ĩ— 


Here follow the Affidavits, to which the fore- 
going RE OR T doth refer. 


Eorge Weſt, Citizen and Embroiderer of London, maketh Oath, 
That on or about the Eighth of October, 1677. this Deponent was 
admitted to the Place and Office of a Maſter-meter of Coals in the Port 
of London, and this Deponent continu'd in the ſaid Office about 13 Tears, 
and during that time was well acquainted with the Conſtitution of the 
ſaid Office; and this Deponent after he was admitted and Smoi n before 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, waited on the other Maſter-meters the 
next Day, and then read the Orders of the Office to the Purport hereafter- 
mention'd ; and the ſaid Maſter-meters told this Deponent the ſame were 
the Orders and Conſtitution of the ſaid Office, and that this Deponent muſt 
not Ship the Under-meters out of Courſe, and this Deponent ſaith, that 
each of the Fifteen Maſter-meters had Four Deputies or Under meters ap- 
pointed to his Number called Firſt men, Second men, Third-men 
and Fourth- men; and this Deponent ſaith it was the conſtant Uſage in 
this Deponent*s Time (and this Deponent has heard the ſaid Uſage was 
many Jears before his Time that each of the Place-men was Shipped ac- 
cording to his Number and Seniority, and *twas the conſtant Courſe for a 
Senior Under-meter ( if preſent ) to take his Turn and Conrſe before 4 
Junior, and a Senior Mate returning from Duty was uſually Shipped 
again before his Junior; and this Deponent ſaith, that it was the conſtant 
Uſage and Courſe for the Maſters to attend at the Coal-Office by Turns, 
viz. One to each Day, who attended their ſaid Turn upon the Penalty of 
Half a Crown ; and if any Maſter-meter whoſe Turn it was to attend did 
not come by Eight a-Clock in Summer, and by Nine in Winter, the 
ſaid Half-Crown was forfeited to the Maſter-meter, who firit attended; 
and this Deponent ſaith, the ſaid Uſage of Shipping Under- meters accor- 
ding to Seniority was punttually obſeru'd by the ſaid Maſt er-meters, ſave 
that the Maſter-meter in waiting, began with his own Number, and then 
went back to the Prior Numbers; and this Deponent well remembers, that 
Thomas Scott taking 4 Ship out of his Tury and Courſe, he was oblig'd 
to permit the Perſon whoſe Turn he had taken to receive the Met age Al- 
lowance due to an Under-meter; and this Deponent ſaith, that beſides 
the ſaid four Numbers of Place- men, there were tmployd tertain Perſons 
call d Men at large, which (to this Deponent's Remembrance) were 
about Thirty in Number or thereabouts, who were likewiſe employ'd accor- 
aing to Sentority, if preſent, but were not permitted to Work in C __ if 
a Place- 
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4 Plate man was ready to take his Turn, but the Shits of Scotcli Coals 


| | 
© 0 2 1 
3 — 
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were not given according to Number and Seniority; and if an Under me- 
ter was to go on 4 Country Voyage to Graveſend or elſewhere; a Senior 
had Liberty to refuſe ſuch Turn, and a Junior, or Man at large was oblig d 
to go and deliver ſuch Ship, and ſuch Senior ſo refuſing his Tarn was 
oblig*d to give five Shillings out of his own Purſe to ſuch Meter who un- 
aertook ſuch Voyage, and ſuch Under-meter had alſo five Shillings more 


from the Crimp over and above his Metage-money ; and this o—_— 
| ſaith, that when any Plate man was ſick or ſupertunuated "twas : 
ſtant Practice to allow another Under-meter to Work in his Turn at part 


s con- 


Pay, and if 4 Place man would take the ſaid Work he was allow'd to do it 
before a Man at large, and when any Coal-meter dy d his Widow was al- 
low'd two or three Ships or more (according to her Circumſtances) to be 
Work'd at Half-Pay ; and this Deponent ſaith, that he never knew or 
heard, till lately, that the Maſter-meters ever pretended to a Right of Su- 
ſpending, Puniſhing or Removing any Under-meter at their own arbitrar 
man or Deputy of Billing (gate Ward, and acquainting one of them there. 
with. But this Deponent ſaith, that ſometimes the Maſterameters have 
taken upon themſelves upon a juit Complaint to ſuſpend a Meter from his 


Work till the firit Thurſday in the Month, at which time the Maſter- 


meters uſually held a General Meeting in their Office, and then heard the 
ſaid Complaint, and if the Under-meters accuſed defir'd it, the ſaid Com. 
plaint was remitted to the Alderman or Deputy of the Ward, to whoſe De- 
termination the ſaid Maſter-meters always ſubmitted ; and this Deponent 
ſaith, that he never heard or knew, that the Clerk of the Coal-meters Office 
was allom'd to exact or take any Money or Coals from the Vnder-meters, 
but the ſaid Under- meters ſupplied the Office with Scotch Coals in Winter 
time, except the Months of Januagy and February, iz which Months 


the Maſter-meters did not ordinary attend (unleſs the firſt Thurlday in 


February; ad this Deponent well remembers, that the Under. meterę 


uſually receiv d the Metage money, and paid the ſame into the Office, firſt 
deducting their own Share, viz. One Peny per Chaldron, and Ino Pence 


per Jon; and this Deponent ſaith, that it was uſual when an Vnder- 
meter had committed a Miſdemeanour to make him forfeit half a Crown, 
which was put into 4 Poors Box; and when no Ships were in the River to 
Work for a ſick Under-meter, "twas uſual to ſend ſome Supply thereout to 
ſach ſick Vnder-meter by five or ten Shillings at a time. | 
gd gg TP | George Welk. 


William Aſpburſt. 


Will and Pleaſure, without a ſufficient Canſe to be allom'd by the Alder- 


R Oberr Ry mell maketh Oath, That ever ſince the Tear 1 677: he this Num. 2 


LY Deponent hath been an Under- meter of Coals, and ſaith, that till 
lately it hath been the conſt ant Uſage to Work according to Claſs and So- 
niority, and it hath been uſual for the Supernumeraries to Work for the 
Superanuated and ſick Coal-meters at Half-pay ; and this Deponent when 
4 young Man did ſo Work at Half-pay; and this Deponent ſaith, that 

D Stephen 


* 
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Stephen Wickens hath exacted Money of this Deponent ſeveral Times, 
I beſides ſeveral Sacks of Coals, and particularly when this Deponent was 
. made Firſt-Man, the ſaid Wickens demanded of this Deponent Five 
Guineas, telling this Deponent "twas uſual ſo to do, and this Deponent 
was oblig*d to compound for Three Guineas and a Treat of Eight Shil. 
lings, which this Deponent did give and pay accordingly. | 


urat. Nono die Marti Anno 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, Robert Rymell. 


| William Aſhburſt. | 


Num. 3. IOſeph Kirby maketh Oath, That Stephen Wickens Clerk to the Coal- 
' Office demanded of this Deponent the Sum of Two Guineas for a re- 
move into the Second Claſs; and this Deponent pleading that he was 
Poor, the ſaid Wickens threatued he would deduct the ſame out of the 
Money that ſhould be due to him from the Coal-Office, and this Deponent 
complaining thereof to the Maſter-meters in their Office, and acquainting 
them that he was Poor, and had had about 20 Children, Mr. Walker 
told this Deponent he muſt give the ſaid Wiekens half a Guinea at that 
time, and half a Guinea more out of the next great Ship, and accordingly 
the ſaid Wickens did ſtop a Guinea at two. ſeveral. times out of the Money 
due to this Deponent for the Metage of Coals, and this Deponent aid alſo 
pay the ſaid Stephen Wickens one Guinea more when he was removed 
into the Firſt Claſs,  _ 1 Ws 
]urat. Nono die Martii, Anno | ah} I_ Joſeph Kirby. 


Dom. 1713. Coram me, 
William Aſbhurſt. RI 
\N/illiam Knight »akerh Oath, That he this Depbnent did the laft 


Summer at the Requeſt of the Under. meters ſeveral Times attend 
at the Coal. Office to make a Tender of their Service for the Metage of 
Coals; and this Deponent well remembers, That there was preſent one 
Cornelius Gooſeberry, a Maſter of -a Coal-ſhip, who bomplain d he had 
attended to or three Days aud could not get a Meter, and went into the 
Office to inform the Maſter-meters of his [aid Grievance, and threaten'd 
to complain to the Lord Mayor; and this Deponent then ment into the 
ſaid Office with Thomas Buttry, Nathaniel Freeman, Edw. Collis, 
Peter Bla tee and James Henningham; and the ſaid Buttry in be- 
half of himſelf and the ſaid Under-meters then preſent, then demanded 
and offer'd their Labour, and declar'd themſelves willing to deliver the 
aid Ship, which then wanted a Meter: But William Sheppard then 
diſmiſſed the ſaid Supplicants, and told them, They could not be em- 
ploy'd ; and this Deponent then asked the ſaid William Sheppard why 

they gave the Under-meters ſo much Trouble in Shipping them out of 
Aumber and Courſe, but the ſaid Sheppard replyd, They would Ship 

| the faid Under-meters as they pleas'd : And at another time the Ma- 

=. ſter of the Linnet of Yarmouth went into the Coal-Office, and came out 

2:8 ; complaining; That he could not have a Meter, tho he had attended ſeve- 

| 5 ; ral 


Num. 4. 


b ts] 


ral Days; upon which this Deponent pointing to Nathaniel Freeman, 
told the Maſter of the ſaid Ship, that there was a Meter ready to take his 
Work, and the ſaid Maſter was willing to take the ſaid Freeman wit! 
bim if he would go and deliver the ſaid Ship, and accordingly the ſaid 
Freeman and this Deponent went on Board the ſaid Linnet; but for 
want of a Vatt (which this Depontnt is inform'd the ſaid Maſter "njeter; 
had locked up, leait the Under-meters ſhould take their Turn without con: 
ſent of the Maſter-meters) the ſaid Freeman could not deliver the fail 
Ship, upon which this Deponent did hear the Ship's Crew curſe and ſwear, 
that they were oblig'd to He inthe River and ſpend their Owners Time and 


Money for wart of a Meter. 


'F 


Dom. 1713. Coram me, 


William Aſhhurft. N | 


Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno : William Kniglit. 
, TIN? wth [ N 7 
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John Tasker, Thomas Wilkin aud John Aſhwell ſeveral *make Num. 5; 


Oath, that they have been Under meters of Coals about 40 Tears 1, 

paſt or thereabouts, and are Three of the F irſt-men belonging to the Coal. 
Office, and that during all the Time, they have known the ſaid Office” ( and 
for many Tears before, as they were ipforn"d, by the former ancient Under- 
meters, the Under-meters of the ſaid Coal-Offite have been divide into 
Four Claſſes or Numbers, commonly cald Firſt- men, Second-men, 


Third-men 4azd Fourth-men, and are go feet Place-men ; and 


theſe Deponents ſay, the ſaid Plare-men conſiſted of Sixty Perſons, viz. 
Fifteen to a Number, and it has been the conſtant Uſage (till lately) for 
the ſaid Place men to be Employd atcording to their Number and Seni- 
ority, and if a Firſt-man had deliver d a Coal Ship before another wits 
Employ d, he had right to take his Turn and Courſe again before a Ju- 
nior, and in like manner did a Second-man, and a 'Third-man before 4 
| Fourth-nian : and theſe Deponenti alſo ſay, that the Men at large ( which 
were uſually about Thirty in Number, Viz. Two to 4 Claſs or Number 


were uſually Employ'd according to Seniorit) ( if preſent ) but were not 


permitted to be Shipped when a Place-man mas read) to take his Turn (ex- 
cept in Scotch Coal, and Ships call'd Cochells and Remnants) aud 
theſe Deponents ſay, that mhen any Place man was ſick or ſuperunuated, 


it was the conſtant Courſe to allow another Vnder- meter to Wark. at part 


Pay; and if a Place-man would take the ſaid Work, he had the Refuſal 
of the ſame, and when any Coal-meters dyed his Widow was-allon'd two 
or. three Ships or more (accarding to her Circumſtances) to be Worked at 
half Pay, and theſe Deponents (when young Men) have wrought ſeveral 
Ships as «bovementioned at the Rates aforeſaid; and theſe Deponents ſay, 
that the Earnings of young Men are uſually ſo inconſiderable as not to be 
worth Attendance at the Coal-Office, but for the Hopes and Expectation 


of better Work and Support in their old Age; and this Deponent John 


Tasker for himſelf ſaitb, That Stephen Wickens, Clerk of the Coal- 
Office hath exatted divers Sums of Money and Sachs of Coals from this 
Deponent, to the Value of Fifteen Pounds at leaſt, and hath often de- 


ducted 
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dacted Money out of this Deponent's Pay, when the Metage-money had 
been paid into the Coal-Office, and Joleph Speed 4 Maſter-meter bid the 
Deponent Tasker give Wickens 4, Salmon, or ſomewhat out of ' every 
Ships two or three he Worked , and this Deponent Tasker ſaith, he was 
ſometime ſince ſuſpended or removed from his Office of Under-meter, and 
kept.out of his ſaid Place for the Space of a Tear, which this Deponent be- 
lieves in loſs of Time and Charges was to his Damage Fifty Pounds: 
But this Deponent was at length reſtored to his Place by Sir William 
Aſhhurſt Alderman, for that the ſaid Maſter-meters own'd before him 
they had no Objection againſt this Deponent. And this Deponent Thomas 
Wilkin for himſelf ſaith, That he this Deponent having attended two 
ſeveral Days at the Coal-Office, and obſerving that daring that time, Fifty 
Ships had been ſerv'd with Meters. This Deponent went into the Coal- 
Office, and told Wickens the Clerk, that he had obſervd Fifty Ships had 
been diſpoſed, without Employing this Deponent, whoſe Right was to have 
One Ship in Fifteen, but the ſaid Wickens told this Deponent all Power 
was committed to him, and he would make a Fourth-man a Deputy, and 
a Deputy a Fourth-man, and the ſaid Wickens compelled this Deponent 
zo Contract, to give him a Shilling oat of each Ship he wrought, and did 
beſides frequently deduct out of this Deponent's Labour the odd Pence due 
to him this Deponent, beſides ſeveral Sacks of Coals which he oblig*d the 
Deponent to give him. And this Deponent John Aſhwell for himſelf 
faith, That the ſaid Wickens hath ſeveral Times exatted divers Sums 
of Money and Coals from this Deponent, and hath often ftop'd divers 
Cums out of this Deponent's Pay due to him for Metage; and Sir Samuel 
Ongley, one of the Maſter-meters, bid this Deponent Aſhwell give 
Wickens two Sacks of Coals, for that this Deponent had omitted to ſend 
a Sack before that time; and this Deponent John Aſhwell further ah, 
that he remembers jome time 2 his Admittance to be an Under-meter, 
the Courſe of Working, according to Seniority was directed by the Cocket- 
Office, the Number of the Claſs to which the A or Metage of any 
Ship belonged, being indorſed on the Back of the Bill or Permit from the 


ſaid Cocket-Office. 
Jura Nono die Marti Annd John Tasker. 
m. 1713. Coram me, Thomas Wilkin. 
William Aſbburſt. John Aſhwell. 


1 Obert Karrington maketh Oath, That he this Deponent being a 
: Coal-meter was appointed to be Meter to 4 Coal-Ship calPd the 
Purfleet, and that after the Vatt was filled, one of the Labourers would 
| ſeveral times put in his Shovel, and 2 off great Quantities of Coals, 
0 upon which this Deponent did forbid the Labourer ſo to do, telling the ſaid 
A Labourer, that this Deponent would flop the Work, and overturn the 
| 
| 


Vatt, upon which the Maſter of the ſaid Ship, one Bartholomew Cole 
aid chide with this Deponent, ſaying he would juſtify the ſaid Labourer, 
=. tho" it ſhould coſt an Hundred Pounds if the Deponent ſtopt the Work, 

and the ſaid Labourer threaten d to throw this Deponent over Board, 


after | 
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after which this Depoutut did, tog ether with Thomas Sanſon repair to 
r. Ongley (nom Sir Samuel Ongley ) to acquaint him with the ſaid 
Abuſe and Fraud, upon which the ſaid Sir Samuel Ongley enquir'd of | 
this Deponent, if the Lighterman found any Fault; but this Deponent ac- 
quainted the ſaid Sir Samuel Ongley, that the Lighterman was in the 
Lighter TS, the Coals, and could not ſee the ſaid Avuſe, and it was 
not his Buſineſs, but the Buſineſs of this Deponent; and the ſaid Sir Samuel 
Ongley then calling this Deponent Loggerhead, told this Deponent, 
was nothing to this Deponent if the Hatt was not half full, ſo the 
Lighterman did not find any Fault, what was that to the Deponent. 


Jurat. Sexto die Martij, Anno : 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, Robert Karrington. 


Charles Peers. 


Riginal Imms and Thomas Townſend ſ2verally make Oath, That Num. 7. 
they theſe Deponents have been Under meters of Coals for Thirty or 
Forty Tears, and for Four or Five Tears laſt paſt have been Aged and 
Infirm, and during all the Time, they have known the ſaid Office, the 
Under-meters mere divided into Four Claſſes or Numbers, commonly cal - 
led, Firſt- men, Second-men, Third-men ad Fourth-men, beſides 
Men at large; and theſe „ ſay, that the ſaid Place- men con- 
ſiſted of Sixty Perſons, viz. Fifteen to a Number, and it hath been the 
ce ſt ant Uſage (till lately) for the ſaid Place-men to be employ accor- 
ding to their Number and Seniority; and if a Firjt-man had finiſh'd 4 
Ship before another was Emplo d, he had Right to take his Tura and 
Courſe again before a Junior, and in like manner did a Second man before 
4 Third man, and a Third-man before a Fourth. man; and theſe Deponents 
ſay, that the Men at large were employ d according to their Seniority (if 
preſent ) but were not permitted to be Shipp'd when a Place man was ready 
to take his Turn, except in Scotch Coals, and Ships calPd Cochells and 
Remnants ; and theſe Deponents ſay, that when any Place-man mas ſick 
and ſuperannuated, it was the conſt ant Practice to allow another Under- 
meter to Work in his Turn at part Pay; and if a Place-man would take 
the ſaid Work, he was allow'd to do it before a Man at large; and when 
any Coal-meter dyed his Widow was allow'd two or three Ships, or more 
(according to her Circumſtances) to be Work'd at Half-pay ; and theſe 
Deponents ſay, when they were young Men they have wrought ſeveral 
Ships as abovemention d at the Rates aforeſaid, and that the 3 of 
the young Men were uſually ſo inconſiderable as not to be worth Attendance 
at the Coal-Office, but for the Hopes and Expectation of better Work and 
Support in their old Age. And theſe Deponents ſay, That they have been 
inform d from divers ancient Meters, that the Uſages and Cuſtoms above- 
mention d were the Uſages and Practices of the ſaid Coal-Office during all 
their time. And this Deponent Original Imms for himſelf ſaith, that 
apwards of a Tear ſince, William Watſon 4 Clerk to the Maſter-meters 
came to this Deponent at his Houſe in Burr-{treet, and told this Depo- 
nent, the Maſters had been ſo kind as to fond this Deponent Fifty Shillings, 
sf he would ſign the Book he had brought with him, and give the Maſters 
„ 3 a Receipt 
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a Receipt in full of all Accounts; and this Deponent (then having his 
Eye-fieht, tho now he is Blind) did deſire to ſee the ſaid Book and Res 
ceipt, but the ſatd Watſon reply'd, *twas no matter to fee it, upon which 
this Deponent Imms told the ſaid Watſon he would take three Days 
time to conſider of it, for that he had u great deal of Money due to him 
(which at that time he believes was One hundred and twenty Pounds] and 
if this Deponent ſhould give away his Right, that his Children would be 
bound to Curſe him, and at the nd of the ſaid three Days came again to 
this Deponent, the ſaid Watſon, to know this Deponent's Reſolution ; 
and this Deponent then told the ſaid Watſon he had conſider'd the ſame, 
and would not ſign the Book, and give away his Birthright for a Meſs © 
Pottage ; but the ſaid Watſon then told this Deponent, it would be 
worſe for this Deponent, for the Maſters would take away his Deputy 
from Working for this Deponent, and that this Deponent would not live 
to ſee an End of the Cauſe (meaning the Suit in the Court of Exche- 
quer, about Recovery of the Crown- Allowance to the Under-meters) for 
that the ſaid Maſter-meters would keep the ſaid Under-meters out of their 
Money two or three Tears, and would go to Law with them, with their own 
Money, after which this Deponent went to the Coal-Office and applied un- 
to the Maſter-meters, that a Deputy might continue to Work for him as 
uſual ; bat the ſaid Maſters reply d, this Deponent was Parſe-proud, and 
would not take the Fifty Shillings they had ſent him, and therefore na 
Depaty ſhould Work for him. And this Deponent ſaith, That ſince that 
time, no Perſon hath been permitted to Work for him till lately One Ship 
has been wrought for him. And this Deponent Thomas Townſend 
for himſelf ſaith, That about 4 Tear ſince, William Watſon 4 Clerk to 
the Coal-meters, came to this Deponent and requir'd him for Fifty Shil- 
lings to ſign a general Diſcharge to the Maſter-meters, and becauſe this 
Deponent refuſed ſo to do (for that as this Deponent believes, there was - 
One hundred and twenty Pounds due to this Deponent from the Maſter- 
meters) he the ſaid William Watſon told this Deponent he had better 
accept the ſame, and that this Deponent 2 be turn d out of Office, 
and no Perſon ſuffer'd to Work for this Deponent as uſual, and did uſe 
many other threatuing Words to this Deponent ; and ſince that time this 
Deponent”s Deputy who uſed to Work for this Deponent has been removd, 
and this Deponent depriv'd of the Benefit of the ſaid Work as uſual, ex- 
cept Oue Ship lately. And both theſe Deponents have been credibly in- 
formed, that ſeveral other of the Under-meters have been threaten'd and 
turn d out ben Work, for refufing to ſign a Paper to diſcharge the ſaid 
E Coal-meters, and that divers 455. thro fear of bring ruin'd, 


have been forced or frightenꝰd to ſign ſuch Paper. 
Turat. Nono die Martij, Anno | Th e Mark of | 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, 3 755 | Original O Imms. 


Thomas Townſend. 


William Aſphurſt. 


Robert 


£2006 


=— Rogers maketh Oath; Thit he this Deponent did ſoins tims Num. 8: 


loage at the Houſe of Joleph Melin, where William Fox al/s 
lodged, and ſaith, That the ſaid William Fox died about a Week ſince; 
and was Non Compos Mentis for two or three Tears before his Deceaſe; 
and about a Tear face, Benjamin Melin told this Deponent, that the a 
Maſter meters had ſent the ſaid William Fox Fity Shillings ; and that 
he the ſaid Benjamin Melinz by Direction of his Father, Foeply Me- 
lin, had guided the Hand of the faid William Fox to a Paper, whith 
for the ſara Fifty Shillings, did fully diſcharge the ſaid Maſter-miters of 
all Accounts; and this Deponent ſaith, that he took occaſion one Day 10 
reprove the ſaid Joſeph Melin for the ſaid unjuſt Practice, and the ſaid 
Joſeph Melin demirg the ſame; this Deponent did call the ſaid Benja- 
min Melin 7zto the Room, where this Deponent and the ſaid Joſeph 
Melin had the ſaid Diſpute, and the faid Benjamin Melin then alſo 
confeſſing the ſame, the ſaid Joſeph Melin then reproach'd his ſaid Sor, 
and call him Fool for making the 2 Confeſſion; and this Deponeut 
alſo ſaith, that the [aid Benjamin Melin {ſo told this Deponent, that 
his ſaid Father had been made a Freſt-man among the Under-meters, and 
that Joſeph Melin, another Son of the ſaid ] ofepli Melin Senior, had 

been made 4 Supernumerary-meter for the ſaid Service done the ſaid Ma- 


ſter- meters. 

ä urat. 9 die Marti}, 1713. 3 So „ 
| | Coram me, ; 2: Rob, Rogers. 
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William Aſphurſt. * Ilg 


N Dmiind Shellton maketh Oath, That he has been an Unader<meter Nm $6 
L. Coals 17 or 18 Tears, or thereabouts, and is now of the Third | 
Claſs, but hath not been of late permitted: to Work in his Tarn and. Claſs; 
and this Deponent did pay anto Stephen Wickens when he was admit- 
ted into the Fourth C WA one Guinea, and. alſo one Guines mort when he 
was admitted into the Third Cl1ſs ; and this Deponent ſaith; thut he at- 
tending one Morning at the Coal-Office, the faia Wickens beckow'd this 
Deponent to come into the Coal-Office, where this Deponent found Wil- 
liam Sheppard a Maſter-meter, who told this Deponent; the ſaid Wie- 
kens had a more particular Reſpect for this Deponent | than for other 
Men, and therefore told this Deponent he would put Three \Pounds into 
this Deponent's Pocket, viz. Thirty Shillings in Money; and 4 Ship of 
Thirty Shillings, but that the Deponent had ſigmd a Paper to. give the 

. Maſters a great deal of Trouble; but this Deponent ſaith; that he this 

a eee replying, that he would not for the ſaid Thirty Shillings 
ſien any Paper of Diſcharge to the Maſter-meters, the ſaid Sheppard bid 
this Deponent be gone, and ſaid he ſhould never be asd any more, upon 
which this Deponent went out of the ſaid Office, but did not obtain the 

| ſaid Thirty Shillings or the ſaid Ship; and this Deponent alſo ſaith, that 
the ſaid Sheppard hen told this Deponert, that the Maſter-meters agreed 
Gia Ts 5 with 


[ 20 ] 


with ſome Men for an Half-peny per Chaldron, and if they would give 9 


this Deponent no more hom would he help himſelf. 


Num. 1c. 


Num. 11. 


urat. Nono die Martij, Anno 


Dom. 1713. Coram me, Edm. Shellton. 


William Aſphurſt. 


T7 Dward Fulke maketh Oxth, That he this Deponent is an Under 
meter of the Second Claſs of Coal-meters, commonly call d a Se- 


cond-man, but hath not been permitted of late to Work in his Turn and 


Courſe, and ſaith, that Stephen Wickens hath at two ſeveral times ex- 
acted of this Deponent a Guinea each time, and at ſeveral other times ſe- 
veral Sams of Money, beſides ſeveral Sacks of Coals ; and this Deponent 
faith, that Thomas Walker told this Deponent he was in the Black 
Book, far omitting to give the ſaid Wickens a Sack of Coals, and order'd 
this Deponent to give him Two Sacks the next time; and the ſaid Wie- 


kens, upon Diſcourſe with this Deponent, for not giving him Money after 


this Deponent had wrought Two or Three good Ships, told this Deponent, 
that if this Deponent would Cam the jaid Wickens, he the ſaid Wic- 
kens would Caw this Deponent. 


Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno 
Dom. 1713- Coram me, 


William Aſbburſt. 


Oſeph Evans maketh Oath, That he this Deponent is the Third C laſs 
of Under-meters of Coals, but of late hath not been permitted to 
rake his Turn and Courſe 


One Guinea, and alſo One Guinea more when he was admitted to the Third 


Claſs ; and this Deponent (aith, that the ſaid Wickens beckon'd this De- 
ponent to come into the Office, where this Deponent found William Shep- 
pard 4 Maſter-meter, which ſaid William Sheppard told this Deponent 


that Wickens had a Reſpect for this gr, ar and therefore he would 


pay this Deponent Thirty Shillings, and alſo oe him a Ship of Thirty 
Shillings, if he would ſign a Paper (then tender d to the Deponent) pur- 
porting 4 fu Diſcharge to the Maſter-meters ;, but this Deponent refu- 
ſing to ſign the ſaid Paper, he had not the ſaid Ship, nor did he receive 
the ſaid Thirty Shillings ; and this Deponent did ſee the Name William 
Fox amongit other Names 


William Fox. 


Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, 


William Aſbhurſt 


Joſeph Evans. 


Edw. Fulke. 


of Buſineſs as uſual ; and this Deponent ſaith, 
that when he was admitted to the Fourth Claſs he paid Stephen Wickens 


ſubſcribed to the ſaid Paper abovementioned, 
but the Writing thereof not like the uſual Hand-writing of the ſaid 


ohn Breadſell makerh Oath, That Stephen Wickens demanding Num. 121 

this Deponent (being an Under- meter) a Guinea, he made Coms 
pPlaint thereof to Sir Samuel Ongley, but the ſaid Sir Samuel Ongley 

 - commanded this Deponent to give Wickens the ſaid Guinea, and accor- 

dingly the ſaid Wickens deducted the ſame out of this Deponent's Money 

at two ſeveral times, and hath ſeveral times deducted ſeveral Sums of 

Money out of this Deponent”s Pay; and this Deponent ſaith, he is of the 

Third Claſs of Under-meters, but hath not been permitted of late 0 take 


his Tarn and Courſe of Buſineſs as tſual. 
Jurar. Nono die Martij, Anno { . | | | 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, 5 John Breadſell. 


William Aſbburſt. 


T Ohn Hubbard maketh Outh, That he this Deponent is of the Third Num. 13. 
1 Claſs of Under meters of Coals, but of late has not been permitted to 
Work in his ſaid Claſs and Turn ;, and this Deponent ſaith, that he being 
Shipped on Board a Coal-ſhip call d the Mary of Sunderland, and ſome 
Difference ariſing between this Deponent and the Maſter of the ſaid Ship, 
by reaſon this * N would not conniue at ſhort Meaſure, in permitting 

part of the Coals to be dropt again into the Coal-ſhip, from whence they 
had been meaſured ; the ſaid Maſter took Boat and went away, and ſoon 
after this Deponent, by Order of Wickens, was remov'd from the ſaid 
Ship, and another Meter ſent in his room. 


_ Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno b | | 
William Aſbhurſt. 


liam Gable maketh Oath, That he is of the Second Claſs of Under- Num 14. 
meters of Coals, but hath not of late been permitted to take his 
Turn and Courſe of Buſineſs as uſual in delivering of Coal-ſhips ; and 
this Deponent ſaith, that Stephen Wickens hath at three ſeveral times 
exacted of this Deponent a Guinea each time, beſides ſeveral odd Sums 
which be deducted out of this Deponent's Labour, and when this Deponent 
complain d thereof to Robert Walker, 4 Maſter-meter, and deſir d 
that Wiekens mighe return the ſaid Money, he the ſaid Robert Wal 
ker bid this Deponent get the ſame how he could; and this Deponent 

| ſaith, that he being Shipped on Board a Coal-ſhip, call'd the Buck, mas 
diſcharged from the ſaid Ship before he had finiſh'd the ſame; and this Depo- 
nent going to the ſaid Wickens at the Coal-Office to demand mherefurt this 
Deponent was taken from his ſaid Labour, before he had finiſh'd the ſame, 
he the ſaid Wickens did very much abuſe this Deponent, calling this De- 
ponent Blockhead, but he would not ſatisfy this Deponent, wherefore he 
. was hindred of his (aid Work ; and this Deponent ſaith, that he this De- 
paonent for about a ear ſince hath been remov'd from his Office of Under- 


: 


8 * — wa 7 3 L 24 . + | e 4 -* 1 be” ens: en 3 : a 
18 wuten, aud has not dene any Work in Coals ſince that time, tho" he hath 
| Er daily attended the Coal-Office. : 2 


urat. Nono die Martij, Anno wie William Gable. 
. Dom. 1713. Coram me, | 
7 a 1 . —— 4 


XX 71lliam Dobſon makerh Oath, That te this Deponent hath been an 
1 Unaer-meter of Coals for abont 2 5 Tears laſt paſt, and ſaith, that 
during all that time, till lately, it hath been the * Method to Work 
according to Claſs and Seniority, and for the Supernumeraries to Work at 
Half. pay for the Aged and Infirm Unaer-meters ; and this Deponent 
when a Supernumerary hath done the like Work for thoſe that mere Sick 
and Aged in his Time; and that this Deponent hath alſo done the like 
| Work for divers Widows of deceaſed Under-meters; and this Deponent 
aith, that Stephen Wickens, Clerk. to. the Maſter- meters did exact of 
© this Deponent Four Guineas for his Admiſſion into the Four Claſſes, gre 
part 7 which he deducted at ſeveral times ont of this Deponent*s Labour; 

and the ſaid Stephen Wickens did oblige this Deponent to give him 4 

pair of Sitk-ſtockings, beſides Money and Goods at other times; and this 
Deponeit ſaith, that this Depohent hath ſeveral times ſeen the Labourer; 

. ſtrike Coals off the Vatt, whith this Deponent hath filled up again; and 

| this Deponent hath ſeveral times acquainted the ſaid Wickens with the 

aid anſuſt Practices, but could never. get an Redreſs q the. ſaid Grie- 

Dances, but the ſaid Wickens told this Deponent, that he this Deponent 

was 4 Trouble to the ſaid Coal-Office ;, and this Deponent ſaith," that 
William Watſon another Clerk at the ſaid Coal Office did threaten this 
Deponent, that Mr. Child « Maſter meter mould turn this Deponent out 
of his Office of Under-meter, unleſs this Deponent woald do as other Men 

had done, and take Fifty Shillings, and give a Diſcharge to the Maſter- 

meters; upon which this Deponcut ſaid he would traſt to Providence, bat 
the {aid Watſon rep 4, Do you think Providence will help you? 
Ana this Deponent believes, that at the Tame. he had the ſaid Dijcourſe 

with Watſon, there was upwards of Seventy Pounds due to this Depo- 

nent out of the Crown Allowance for Met tg e of Coals ; and this Deponent 

jaith, that the uſual way was for the Under- meters to receive the Metages 

money of Maſters of the Ships or their Crimps, and to pay the ſame into 
the Office, firſt dedutting their own Allowanct of one Peny per Chaldron, 

and two Pence per Ton, but of late the Maſters of Ships have paid the 

ſata Metage-money into the Office ; and this Deponent., and other the ſail 
 Under-meters. are oblig'd.. to attend ſeveral Weeks before they can get 
Payment of. their ſaid Alomauce; and this Deponent ſaith;* that for about 

| 6. Tear laſt paſt the ſaid Wickens has dedgtted and dethin'd from this 
Deponent, and other the Under-meters, the Clearances of Ships which they 

uſed to keep themſelves as a Diſcharge of. their Labour. {i 

* Jurat. Nono die Marti, Anno e OO ee ef 3 
Demshig. Coram me, ö Williams Dobſon. 
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Umphrey Cowell maketh Oath, That he this Depoment hath hien Nun. 16. 


* "4 


an Under meter of Coals for about 24 Tears, and is nom of the 


FSecond Claſs of Under-meters, but of late hath not been permitted $0 


Work according to his Claſs and Turn; and this Deponent faithy when he 


was firſt made 4 Supernumerary, tas uſual for the Snpernameraries to 
| Work for Superannuated or Sick Onder-meters at Half-pay, and this 


Deponent hath ſo Worked at Half-pay while. ſ was a Smpe; aumerary; 


and this Deponent faith, that Stephen W ickews demanded of this Da- 


ponent. at two ſeveral Times a Guinea each time, telling this: Deponent 
"twas his due, and this Deponent paid the [an uccordingly, and alſo u 


Sach of Coals every Jear; and this Deponent aithy that he has bern Iate- 


ly ſuſpended or removed from his Office, becau he would not take 2 Tur 


- of . Buſineſs contrary to his Conrſe in Obedience to à late Order of Sir Wil- 


liam Aſhhurſt, - Alderman of Billingſgate ard; and this Deponent 


ſaith, that ſometime in December, 1712. Mr. Kipling a Maſler meter 


td; with this Deponent, and chid him very mich, | for fing 1 
Vatts of Coals, telling this Deponent he over-filled the ſame. 
Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno R 

Dom. 1713- Coram me, 


Humph. Cowell. 
- William Aſbhburſt. f 


merary Under-meter, and hath uſually Worked for Superannuated 


and Sick Under-meters at Half pay; and this Deponent ſaith, he very 
well kzows, that Stephen Wickens takes upon him to Ship Under. meters 
without a Permit firſt obtain d from the Lord Mayor, or Commiſſioners of 


the Cuſtoms; and this Deponent alſo ſaith, that William Watſon ano- 
ther Clerk belonging to the Coal-Office Ship d this Deponent on Board 4 
Coal-Ship at four a-Clock one Morning, before there was any Permit, ei- 


ther from the Cocket- O ffice or Cuſtom-Houſe. 


Jurat. Nono die Martij, Anno 
Dom. 1713. Coram me, 


William Aſhbur ſt. 


he this Deponent has been "an Under-meter of Coals, and during 


ts 


and this Deponent ſaith, that between 


wo "and" three Tears uct! ? het 


Deponent was aſſaulted by one Cobk 4 Maſtor A Cbal-Ship, whilſt he was 


in the Execution of his Office, and ſometime after, this Deponent did 
cauſe an Indictment to be exhibited againſt the ſaid Cook, but the Bill was 
found Ignoramus ; and ſometime ſince this Deponent was called into the 
Coal-Office, and Thomas Walker 2 Maſter-meter queſtion'd this Depo- 
nent about his attempting to Indift the ſaid Cook, and bid this Depo- 
nent go and beg his Pardon for it; which this Deponent refuſing to do, he 


Was 


Dward Collis mateth Oath, That he this Deponent is a Supernu- Num. 17. 


Edward Collis, 


\ TAthaniel Freeman maketh Oath, That for 11 or 12 Tears paſt, Num. 18 
all that time hath behaved himſelf 7 faithfully. in bis, 575 
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i Ls 1 
immeũiuteh ſujpe | ojment ; n 
- "afterwards this Deponept'wes again cilled into the {aid Conl-Offict, and 
Jad Thomas Walker *asked this Deponent, if he had begged. vl 
Cook*s.Pardon, or if he would beg þis Pardon, to which this Des 
anſwering, That he would not do it, having given no juſt occaſion of 
"Offence ; this Deponent was thereupon told by the Maſter-meters-thengre-” 
ſen + that he was "Uhr ed from his Employment, and ſince. that time is 
hat h not been irted to Work in Coats, thoꝰ be bath gene- 
rally attended the ſaid. 0 e and demanded his Labour, and partic 
-when' he hath obſerx ' Meters to be wanting by the C l of. Maſters 
of Ships and their Crimps; and this Deponent further ſaith, that his ſatd 
Suſpenſion and: Difeiſſen from his Employ of. Under- meter in Couls, us 
ſince he with others of his Mates, appear 25 ag ainſt the ſard- Maſter meters 
for the Recovery of their Share of the Allowance given 9 . Crown, for. 
"their Encouragement in the Juſt Aiſclur e their Dunn 1. 17.9] 
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